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CONFIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 3885 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENGR, SENU, DR 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICAN PETROLEUM SUPER PORT: COMMENTS ON PONS' 
STATEMENT AND SPEECH BY GOV. HERNANDEZ COLON 

REF: STATE 183685 

1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES DEPT'S HAVING OBTAINED STATEMENT FROM 
PUERTO RICAN SECRETARY OF STATE PONS RE SUPER PORT. THIS WAS 
FIRST OFFICIAL POLICY PRONOUNCEMENT WE HAD SEEN UNTIL GOVERNOR 
HERNANDEZ COLON'S PUBLIC SPEECH OF SEPTEMBER 16 WAS REPRINTED 
HERE. EMBASSY COMMENTS ON PONS' STATEMENT AS REQUESTED REFTEL 
FOLLOW: 

A. SINCE MODERATE PETROLEUM POLLUTION HAS ALREADY BEEN 
WIDELY OBSERVED ON LOCAL BEACHES AND REEFS IN MACAO-CABO ENGANO 
AREA, DOMINICANS ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE REASSURED BY ARGUMENTS THAT 
PREVAILING OCEAN CURRENTS WOULD CARRY FUTURE SPILLS INTO THE 
ATLANTIC AND NOT ONTO THE DOMINICAN COASTLINE. IT IS GENERALLY 
ASSUMED HERE THAT PRESENT POLLUTION RESULTS FROM FLUSHING OF 
TANKS BY PETROLEUM CARRIERS MOVING THROUGH MONA PASSAGE, SOME 
OF WHICH ARE REPORTEDLY U.S. FLAG TANKERS ON USA-PUERTO RICO ROUTES. 
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(CAN DEPT VERIFY IF U.S. FLAG TANKERS ARE INDEED INVOLVED?) AN 
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AGREEMENT AMONG TANKERS NOT TO FLUSH TANKS IN MONA PASSAGE WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE MATERIALLY TO LOWERING EMOTIONS HERE. 

B. IT IS TRUE THAT GODR HAS NOT OFFICIALLY COMPLAINED 

TO THE U.S.G. ABOUT THE CURRENT POLLUTION. BUT GODR SPOKES- 
MEN SUCH AS THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL DEFENSE HAVE PUBLICLY BLAMED 
IT ON EXISTING TANKER TRAFFIC. ALSO, THE CHARGE IS ECHOED 
REPEATEDLY BY THE MEDIA HERE. 

C. ALTHOUGH THE CITATION FROM THE CARROLL STUDY SEEMS 
REASSURING, WE ARE UNCERTAIN WHETHER ITS CONCLUSION IS GENERAL OR 
IS SPECIFICALLY APPLICABLE TO THE PRESENT CASE. IN ANY EVENT, 

EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING COPY OF THIS STUDY. 

D. GODR HAS NOT, OF COURSE, CONTENDED THAT CONSTRUCTION 

OF SUPER PORT WITHIN U.S. TERRITORIAL WATERS WOULD IN TECHNICAL 
SENSE BE ILLEGAL. CONCERN HERE STEMS FROM FEAR OF DAMAGE TO 
MARINE ENVIRONMENT AND TO EXISTING AND PROJECTED TOURIST FACILITIES 
IN WHICH GODR PLANS TO INVEST HEAVILY IN NEAR FUTURE. THE ISSUE 
IS POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

E. ALTHOUGH AS PONS ALLEGES SOME FEW DOMINICANS MAY HAVE 
ULTERIOR MOTIVES IN OPPOSING SUPER PORT, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
ALMOST ALL OF UNFAVORABLE REACTION HERE IS BASED ON GENUINE 
APPREHENSION REGARDING POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO DOMINICAN TOURISM 
AND FISHING ACTIVITIES. (DURING COURTESY CALL ON PRESIDENT OF 
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, AMBASSADOR RECEIVED SEVERAL EMOTIONAL PLEAS 
FROM DIPUTADOS PRESENT TO PREVENT SUPER PORT.) 

2. SEPTEMBER 16 SPEECH OF GOVERNOR HERNANDEZ COLON, ANNOUNCING 
SELECTION OF MONA ISLAND AS SITE FOR SUPER PORT, HAS BEEN RE- 
PRINTED HERE AND HAS AROUSED FURTHER CLAMOR AGAINST THE PROJECT 
(COPY BEING AIRPOUCHED). FACT THAT CHOICE OF MONA ISLAND RUNS 
COUNTER TO RECOMMENDATION SUBMITTED TO HERNANDEZ COLON IN AUGUST BY 
PUERTO RICAN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (HEADED BY MOSCOSO) 
THAT SUPER PORT BE LOCATED NOT ON MONA BUT ON WEST COAST OF PUERTO 
RICO HAS NOT BEEN LOST ON DOMINICANS. (FONSEC GOMEZ, WHO IS KEEPING 

HIS PERSPECTIVE, IS ALSO PUZZLED SINCE HIGH-RANKING PUERTO RICANS 
ASSURED HIM THAT MONA ISLAND HAD BEEN RULED OUT AS A SITE). THEY 
MAY WELL CONCLUDE THAT, WHEREAS MOSCOSO'S RECOMMENDATION WAS BASED 
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ON ENGINEERING, AND ECONOMIC AS WELL AS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS, HERNANDEZ COLON'S EXPRESSED PREFERENCE FOR MONA REPRESENTS 
A POLITICAL COMPROMISE DESIGNED CHIEFLY TO PLACATE PUERTO RICAN 
ENVIRONMENTALISTS BY LOCATING PORT AND REFINING FACILITIES "OUT 
OF SIGHT" ON A PRESENTLY UNINHABITED ISLAND 40 MILES FROM PUERTO 
RICAN COAST AND THAT MUCH CLOSER TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

3. FURTHER ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS BEING SENT IN SEPTEL. 
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